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NEWSLETTER
Summer News For Peacehaven Supporters

“

“My people will live in
peaceful dwelling places
in secure homes,
in undisturbed places of rest”
Isaiah 32:18

Dear friends and supporters,
Greystones is at the height of the
summer season, with hot sun, cool
breezes and many people strolling
around the town enjoying their holidays.
This is true for our
residents as well,
some of whom are
planning trips away
to visit friends,
families and some
famous sites - all
of which tells the
story of how well
everybody is at
the moment. In
the same manner the long evenings,
the brightness and the good cheer that
sunshine brings is felt by residents and

staff alike. In each house residents are
helping keep the gardens by planting
and watering bedding flowers. Each day
Clara is especially faithful to water the
flowers of Lydia House with her own
stylish watering can.
We are pleased to report that in many
ways the good life enjoyed by our
residents has not changed; the high
quality of care and support provided
continues to allow residents to enjoy
the same fruits that the Lord gives to
everyone else. Peacehaven remains full,
with sixteen residents. Fran and Rachel
have settled in well into Lydia House,
which has a nice mix of younger and
older people. Gordon has heartily
welcomed
each
new resident to
live alongside him.
The five residents
of
Applewood
Heights are fit and
healthy. No doubt
the hill they have
to climb each day
helps.
Niall has worked hard this year at
securing a new job. After finishing with
the Avoca Handweavers Niall had an

eighteen month period without work.
Niall liaised closely with his job coach in
Sunbeam House Services and together
they tried several opportunities in
the north Wicklow area to secure an
appropriate post which matched his
skills and abilities. Niall would have
liked this process to have gone quicker
and smoother; thankfully he had the
support of friends and his church. On
a weekly basis Niall would update the
congregation of his progress and ensure
that they kept him in their prayers.
Prayer does work. In March Niall began
work with the Fruit & Vegetable Shop
in Shankill, Co. Dublin. Each Tuesday
Niall joins with the rest of the shop
team and works to meet the needs of
the customers. This is proving to be a
great success for him and we pray for
continued success into the future
The residents of Blake house are all
well – this is a busy house, with plenty
of activities on the go each day. The
residents are eagerly awaiting news
of the renovations – plans are being
adjusted and we hope we will soon be
able to proceed.
There are of course some
changes within Peacehaven
Trust. The hand over of the
Trust to the Presbyterian
Church
in
Ireland
is
continuing, we hope this will
be complete by the end of
2017. The handover remains
a blessing to Peacehaven to

preserve the uniqueness of the work
and most essentially to preserve the
Christian Ethos, which has always
been at the core. We hope to be able
to report more fully on this in the
Christmas edition of the newsletter.
Other plans have come to fruition.
Mervyn Bothwell came to the end of
his temporary assignment and has now
taken up a full time position with Cedar
Care in Lisburn, Northern Ireland. We
pray for success for this new venture.
Already three residents – Martin
Flanagan, Beverley Smith and Niall
McEnroe have each travelled separately
to Lisburn to visit Mervyn.
Michael Williams has returned to
Peacehaven after a twenty year gap
to take up the new post of Director
of Services. Michael has worked
continuously within the residential
social care sector in Ireland and has
extensive experience within the new
regulatory framework that shapes all
residential social care services. He is
excited to be back.

“Peacehaven is very
different from when
I last worked here. I
remember the old house
with eight residents and
just Salome, Paula and
myself as staff. Then I
cooked a lot, cleaned
a lot and helped with
some activities. Both

Peacehaven Trust, social care and I have
matured a lot in twenty years and it is
exciting to be back - together with the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland - to help
shape Peacehaven for the future. This is
an exciting time for both Peacehaven and
myself ”.
Michael is also the new ‘Complaints
Officer’ for Peacehaven Trust. Please
note that the complaints policy will soon
be available in full on the Peacehaven
Trust website and that if needed, there
are several means of making a complaint
– in person, by telephone, by e-mail and
by letter. Of course we hope that you
never have to.
Before departing Mervyn brought
the staffing compliment up to ‘full
staffing’. Melissa Redmond, Deborah
Anderson, Luke Wilson, Sue Doyle
and Paul McDonnell are all starting
with Peacehaven. Lynn Murphy, Sally
Stroughair and Bethany Barnett have
each returned from their maternity
leave – balancing the needs of their new
little ones with their professional role.
It is a blessing to have such a complete
team.
The management team is also now
complete with Michael as Director of
Services, Salome Murphy & Sean Kelly
as Care Managers and Lily King as
Administration Manager.When the hand
over is complete they will be led by Linda
Wray as the Residential and Supported
Services Manager [for all residential

services within the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland].
Sarah-Jane O’Brien completed her
honours years for her Social Care
training. Mark Henderson will graduate
this coming November from IT Tallaght
with a Social Care degree; David Martin
successfully completed a diploma in
Social Care – well done all.
Perhaps most notably the greatest area
of change has been within the Board of
Directors. In June Mr Geoffrey Hanan,
and Ms Hilda Blakely retired after
decades of service. Peacehaven owes
them enormous gratitude for their
service and prays for their continued
wellbeing into the future. Peacehaven
would not be here today as it is without
them. We also were saddened in the
year gone by to lose the valuable
contribution of Jill O’Byrne and Dr
Cheryl Swarbrigg who both also retired
from the board and we are grateful for
their contribution. Mr Clive Evans has
returned to the Board, taking up the
Chair in June. He and Sylvia Slone have
been joined by Mr Stuart Ferguson as
the Board which will oversee the PCI
takeover. Stuart also serves as the Clerk
of Presbytery for Dublin and Munster of
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

If you would like to receive future
correspondence in electronic form, or no
longer wish to receive correspondence
please e-mail admin@peacehaventrust.

com or write to the Administration
Manager, Peacehaven, 1–2 Hillside,
Greystones, County Wicklow.
Thank you.

Peacehaven Trust Limited - Our Contact Details
Registered Office:
1 and 2 Hillside, Greystones, County Wicklow, Ireland
House: 01 287 5977
Email: admin@peacehaventrust.com
Website: www.peacehaventrust.com
The Board of Directors:
Clive Evans, Sylvia Sloan, Stuart Ferguson

